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in writing a suggestive and exceedingly interesting biography, and It is 
to be hoped that other writers in this field will follow her example. 

Phyllis Blanchard 

Beixevce Hospital 
New York City 

Taboo and Genetics, A Study of the Biological, Sociological, and 
Psychological Foundation of the Family. By M. M. Knight, 
Iva Lowther Peters, and Phyllis Blanchard. New 
York: Moffat, Yard & Company, 1920. Pp. xv+301. $3.00. 

The book has three main theses. The first thesis is that sex in man- 
kind is a quantitative thing rather than a qualitative one; that a fertil- 
ized egg is predisposed to develop into a male or a female child, rather 
than that it is predetermined so to develop; that sex in mankind is a 
matter of the entire body, of all glands — not merely of the sex glands. 
The result is that 100 per cent female "women," and 100 per cent male 
"men" seldom exist. The second thesis is that from very early primi- 
tive times the sex control of mankind has been by taboos, so that sex 
has been handicapped in its biological operation, resulting in dysgenic 
social development. The third is that in order to meet the changed 
conditions of modern life we must have a new social control, if mankind 
is biologically to develop or even to hold its own. 

The book is prepared with every mark of the modern library research 
method of an unusually high grade. It should be read, or rather studied, 
by all university students, because it affords clearly and simply the 
scientific basis for a new education toward homes fruitful with children. 

It seems to me I can best stimulate a proper interest in this study 
by presenting a few pertinent quotations. They are excellent texts for 
the book, and, besides, I heartily indorse their teaching points: 

It becomes apparent that for the half of the female element in a savage 
society possessing the most vigor and initiative to turn away from reproduction 
would in the long run be fatal to the group. Yet this is what occurs in large 
measure in modern civilized society. Reproduction is .... non-competitive, 

.... and offers no material rewards So with growing individualism, 

in the half of the race which can both bear children and compete in the social 
activities offering rewards, i.e., the women who are specialized to the former 
and adapted to the latter, there is a growing tendency among the most suc- 
cessful, individualized strains, to choose the social and eschew the biological 
functions. Racial degeneration is the result [pp. 1 14-15]. 

Since reproduction is a group, not an individual, necessity, whatever 
economic burden it entails must eventually be assumed by society and divided 
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up among the individuals, like the cost of war or any other group activity 

[P- 1 24-] 

For surely the test of the family institution is the way in which it fosters 
the production and development of the coming generation [p. 230]. 

It must be admitted that today marriage and motherhood are subject to 
economic penalties. Perhaps one of the best explanations of the strength of 
the present struggle for economic independence among women is the fact that 
a commercial world interested in exchange values had refused to properly 
evaluate their social contribution [p. 243.] 

The resulting conflict between the individual desires and the standards 
imposed by society has caused a great deal of disharmony in the psychic life 
of its members. The increasing number of divorces and the modern tendency 
to celibacy are symptomatic of the cumulative effect of this fundamental 
psychic conflict [p. 258]. 

Only when the production of eugenic offspring brings the same social 
approval and reward that it meted out for the other activities will the ineradi- 
cable and irrepressible egoistic desires that now prevent individuals from 
assuming the responsibilities of family life be enlisted in the very cause to 
which they are now so hostile. When the same disapproval is manifested for 
the shirking of reproductive activities by the eugenically fit that is now directed 
toward lack of patriotism in other lines, the number of voluntary celibates in 
society will be materially decreased. The greatest triumph of society in the 
manipulation of the sexual and reproductive life of its members will come when 
it is able to condition the emotional reaction of the individual by the substi- 
tution of the eugenic ideal for the parental fixation and to focus the sentiment 
of romantic love upon eugenic traits [p. 289]. 

The chief interest of society should be in the eugenic value of the children 
born into it [p. 295]. 

I shall use the book as an important "assigned reading" for a course 
on physical anthropology. 

Albert Ernest Jenks 
University of Minnesota 

Chaos and Order in Industry. By G. D. H. Cole. New York: 
F. A. Stokes Co., 1920. Pp. viii+292. $2.75. 
By his own designation Cole is a "constructive revolutionist," hence 
this book may be considered as a constructive revolutionary program 
for British industry. Its general thesis closely resembles that of Taw- 
ney's Acquisitive Society, namely, that the whole capitalistic, economic, 
and social order is collapsing if not already in a heap, and that the only 
way to bring order out of this chaos is to supply new productive motives; 
in brief, to substitute the ideal and motive of free service for the older 



